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Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS) 

I can effectively participate in a conversation with my peers and adults. (SL.3.1) 

I can write an informative/explanatory text. (W.3.2) 

I can group supporting facts together about a topic in an informative/explanatory text using both text and illustrations. (W.3.2a) 

Supporting Learning Targets Ongoing Assessment 

• I can effectively participate in a Science Talk about how my freaky frog survives. 

• I can follow our class norms when I participate in a conversation.  

• I can ask questions so I’m clear about what is being discussed. 

• I can ask and answer questions on the topic being discussed. 

• I can write the most important facts about my freaky frog on the Facts and Image side of my Freaky Frog Trading 
Card. 

• First draft of Freaky Frog Trading Card: 

Facts and Image Side  
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Agenda Teaching Notes 

1. Opening 

A. Engaging the Speaker: Preparing for the 

Science Talk (5 minutes)  

2. Work Time  

A. Conducting the Science Talk (15 

minutes) 

B. Introducing the Performance Task: The 

Freaky Frog Trading Card (15 minutes) 

C. Independent Work Time: Starting the 

Facts and Image Side of the Freaky Frog 

Trading Card (24 minutes)  

3. Closing and Assessment 

A. Pause to Praise (1 minute) 

4. Homework 

A. Lesson 3 Homework 

• Review Science Talk protocol. This lesson will be students’ second Science Talk in this module. Science Talks 

provide students the opportunity to collectively theorize and build on each other’s ideas. These talks provide a 

window into students’ thinking that can help teachers figure out what students really know and what their 

misconceptions may be. Review Lesson 9 in Unit 1 in advance. 

• During this Science Talk, students will build understandings of how freaky frogs adapt to their environment and 

make use of their different attributes in order to survive. 

• A copy of the anchor chart entitled “Participating in a Science Talk” from Unit 1, Lesson 9 is provided within 

Supporting Materials of this lesson. Modify as desired. 

• Review Science Talk Criteria Checklist (provided in Supporting Materials; also from Unit 1, Lesson 9). As students 

participate in the Science Talk, use this checklist to track students’ progress toward the learning targets.  

• Organize student materials in advance for easy access and use.  

• In advance: Review the full description of Module 2A Performance Task (in module level documents or on 

EngageNY.org) to have a clear vision of where students are heading throughout Unit 3. Plan to read the student-

friendly invitation part of this document aloud during this lesson. 

• The Freaky Frog Trading Cards students will create have two sides: the front being the Facts and Image side and the 

back being the research-based narrative paragraph side. Preview Model of Freaky Frog Trading Card: Facts and 

Image Side (see Supporting Materials). 

• In this lesson students will focus on the facts and in the next lesson they focus on the image. If students are keen to 

work on their image, explain that this happens in the next lesson. 

• Decide whether students will use the suggested template, Freaky Frog Trading Card Facts and Image Side, or a 

modification of the template. The layout of the Facts and Image Side is not important. What’s important is that the 

trading card has the required components. 

• Review Criteria for Success for Freaky Frog Trading Card: Facts and Image Side.  A bulleted list of the Criteria for 

Success for the Facts and Image Side (of the Freaky Frog Trading Card) is provided in Supporting Materials. This can 

be used as an anchor chart.  

• Review: Concentric Circles protocol. 
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Lesson Vocabulary Materials 

Science Talk, participate, norms, 

criteria, discussion, survive, prepare, 

evidence model, image, first draft, 

accurate, synthesis 

• Students’ Freaky Frog Research Matrix recording form (from Lesson 2)  

• Document camera 

• Science Talk Protocol (for teacher reference) 

• Participating in a Science Talk anchor chart 

• Sticky notes (two to three per student) 

• Science Talk Criteria Checklist (for display and teacher use) 

• Performance Task student-friendly invitation (for display) 

• Model Freaky Frog Trading Card: Facts and Image Side (on American bullfrog; for display and one per student if desired) 

• Criteria for Success for the Facts and Image Side anchor chart (new; teacher-created; or use the sample in Supporting 

Materials to project or display) 

• Criteria for Success for the Facts and Image Side (same as anchor chart; for optional use; one per student) 

• Freaky Frog Trading Card: Facts and Image Side Template (one per student for a first draft) 

• Lesson 3 Homework (one per student) 
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Opening Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Engaging the Speaker: Preparing for the Science Talk (5 minutes)  

• Gather students together and congratulate them on all of their hard work as readers building expertise about freaky frogs. Share 

the first four learning targets:  

   * I can effectively participate in a Science Talk about how my freaky frog survives. 

   * I can follow our class norms when I participate in a conversation.  

   * I can ask questions so I’m clear about what is being discussed. 

   * I can ask and answer questions on the topic being discussed. 

• Invite students to identify the key words in the targets. Guide them with the word norms (rules or expectations). Ensure that 

students understand the meaning of effectively and participate.  

• Invite students to study their Freaky Frog Research Matrix silently for a few minutes.  

• Display the Participating in a Science Talk anchor chart with students and answer any clarifying questions. (Use the 

directions for Science Talk protocol as a teacher reference to explain how the Science Talk works to students.)  Tell students 

that after each conversation with a new partner, they will write one new fact they learned on a sticky note. Distribute 2 or 3 

sticky notes to each student.  

• Students will be using the Concentric Circles protocol for the Science Talk. Set students up using an inner circle of students 

that’s facing an outer circle of students, so each student has a partner.  Students should have the Freaky Frog Research Matrix 

in hand. 
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Work Time Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Conducting the Science Talk (15 minutes) 

• Display and review the suggested sentence frames to support students in their conversations. Instruct students to use their 

notes on their matrix to support their comments and questions. Remind students that they should direct their questions and 

comments to one another, not the teacher.  

• Direct students to begin the Science Talk by posing the question: “How does your freaky frog survive?”   

• Use the Science Talk Criteria Checklist during this time to monitor student progression towards the learning targets. 

Redirect and support students briefly if needed, but avoid leading the conversation.  Encourage students to use the sentence 

frames to help clarify their thinking and enhance their communication skills.  

• After 2-3 minutes with their first partner, direct students to write down a new fact they learned on a sticky note.  

• Then ask them to rotate and begin a conversation with a new partner as directed by the teacher. Repeat this a couple of times as 

time permits. 

• Provide sentence frames for 

students to use as they 

participate in the Science Talk: 

“When I saw/heard ____, I 

learned ____.” and “I wonder 

____.” 
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Work Time Meeting Students’ Needs 

B. Introducing the Performance Task: The Freaky Frog Trading Card (15 minutes) 

• Congratulate students on their successful Science Talk. Share the learning target: “I can write the most important facts about 

my freaky frog on the Facts and Image side of my Freaky Frog Trading Card.” Have a student read the learning target aloud. 

Ask: “What will you be doing?” and “How will this be different from the work you’ve done on other days?”  

• Display and read the Performance Task: Student-friendly Invitation. Tell students that today they are going to begin 

their Freaky Frog Trading Cards. Explain that there are a lot of steps that go in to the creation of this trading card. Help them 

understand that this project is what they’ve been working toward throughout the whole module. 

• Display the Model Freaky Frog Trading Card (on the American bullfrog) and explain to students that a model is an 

example of something that we can use for guidance. We don’t want to copy a model, but it can inspire our own work. Tell 

students that they will get to make their very own trading card about their freaky frog!  

• Allow students a couple minutes to talk about the requirements of the Facts and Image Side of the trading card. Read through 

the information on the Facts and Image side of the card to explain which important information about the American bullfrog 

was included in each box. 

• Reread the target: I can write the most important facts about my freaky frog on the Facts and Image side of my Freaky Frog 

Trading Card. Remind students that in order to meet the target, it will be necessary to keep some criteria for success in mind.  

• Keep the model projected so all students can see it but post the Criteria for Success for the Facts and Image Side 

anchor chart. Read the criteria aloud or have student volunteers read aloud the criteria. Ask students to consider how the 

model meets the criteria. Model how to evaluate the model alongside the criteria, saying: “I see here how the author made sure 

to have an important detail for each category from the matrix. That’s one way that he or she is meeting the criteria.” Continue 

thinking aloud by saying: “I also notice, when I look more closely, that these details are accurate.” Tell students that accurate 

means correct or true. Highlight the criteria: “I can write accurate and important facts about my freaky frog.”  

• Then, ask students:  

* “How do you see the author of this model incorporating the other criteria for success?”  

Invite students to Think-Pair-Share and then call on students to share their partner’s responses with the whole class. 

• Answer any clarifying questions about the Criteria for Success for the Facts and Image Side before sending students off to work. 

Leave the anchor chart on display. Students may benefit from having their own copy of the Criteria for Success (although all of 

the named criteria also appear on the Facts and Image Side Feedback Form which they will get and use Lesson 4). 

• Provide nonlinguistic symbols on 

the Criteria for Success: Freaky 

Frog Trading Card: Facts and 

Image Side. 
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C. Independent Work: Creating the Facts and Image Side of the Freaky Frog Trading Card (20 minutes)  

• Inform students that for the remainder of this lesson and for part of the next lesson they will work to create the Facts and Image 

side of their trading card. Today they will begin working on the writing the first draft, and tomorrow they will finish the first 

draft writing and select a frog image. Remind students that first draft is a best first try and that they have written many drafts of 

texts so far this year.  

• Say something like: “Today, you’ll begin to choose your key facts to include on the Facts and Image Side of your freaky frog 

trading card. Tomorrow you will continue and you will work on putting this together with an image, or picture, of your 

frog.” 

• Students will need their Freaky Frog Research Matrix (used during the Science Talk). Ask students: “How can you use this 

information to help you with your task today?” Help students see that this synthesis of their research is a natural starting 

point for today’s task. A synthesis is all of the pieces of their frog research put together in one place.  

• Distribute the Freaky Frog Trading Card: Facts and Image Side Template. Be sure students have other necessary 

materials: their freaky frog texts and pertinent recording forms from Unit 2. Suggest that students work near others who 

have selected the same frog, but remind them that this is an individual project they will be completing. Direct students to 

begin crafting their first draft of the Facts and Image Side of the trading card. Point out to students that the writing is just a 

short list of facts, not complete sentences. Students should think about capitalizing proper nouns in their writing, but not 

the first letter since they are not writing full sentences. Make sure students note that they are bulleting or listing, not writing 

sentences. 

• Give students about 20 minutes to work. Circulate to confer with them to ensure that they are on target. Offer suggestions, 

answer questions, and push students as necessary. For example, ask the question: “What is the most important information 

you want to tell your reader about your freaky frog?” if students are selecting too much information for this side of the card.  

• Consider providing copies of the 

Criteria for Success: Freaky Frog 

Trading Card: Facts and Image 

Side for students as they work.  

• Consider allowing students to 

work with a partner who selected 

the same expert freaky frog while 

planning and choosing details. 

Each student should write their 

own list of facts, but the thinking 

work could be done in pairs. 

• Students needing additional 

support may benefit from 

verbally sharing their feedback, 

instead of filling out the criteria 

list. 

• Struggling students could name 

the facts they want included and 

an adult could write them in on 

the draft. 
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Closing and Assessment Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Pause and Praise (1 minute) 

• Interrupt students with their draft work and tell them that in Lesson 4 they will get feedback from a peer and then complete 

a final copy of the Facts and Image side of the trading card.  

• If desired, ask students to share a success or name something they’re feeling good about their work so far. Have them share 

with a partner or allow students to share out whole group. 

 

 

Homework Meeting Students’ Needs 

• By the end of Unit 3, you will have created your Freaky Frog Trading Card. On your trading card will be an image of your freaky 

frog. What would you like this image to show? Can you describe it? Be very specific 

 

Review students’ initial first-draft writing and provide additional feedback as necessary so students are prepared to write their 

final drafts of the Facts and Image side in the next session.  

 

For Lesson 4: 

Prepare final draft templates or whatever materials it was decided that students will use for the final Facts and Image Side of the 

Freaky Frog Trading Card. Consider using card stock for the trading cards if that is available.  

Arrange for computer access for students for Lesson 4. Determine a method or process for students to print their images. 

Consider bookmarking key research websites, with strong images, ahead of time for students. A list of recommended websites is 

included in the Websites for Freaky Frog Images Resource Page (See Supporting Materials, Lesson 4). 

Images can be searched for and selected in advance and stored in a shared space like Dropbox or an internal shared space. 
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Science Talk Protocol 

For Teacher Reference 

 

 

1. Tell students they are now going to participate in a Science Talk, just as 

real scientists do.  

 

2. Have students gather in two concentric circles on the floor, with their 

journals. Be sure each student in the inner circle is facing a partner in the 

outer circle.  

 

3. Pose the question: “How does your freaky frog survive?”  

 

4. Invite students to begin the Science Talk. 

 

5. Approximately every 5 minutes, ask students in the inner circle to move 

two places to the left. They now will be facing a new partner.  

 

6. Ask these new pairs to discuss the same question.  

 

7. Students will move three times, so they have the opportunity to discuss the 

question, and make notations, with three of their peers. 

 

8. As students talk in their pairs, circulate to note which students are 

speaking and what ideas they are sharing. Record on sticky notes any 

particularly intriguing comments made by students and additional 

questions that may arise during student discussions. Refer back to these in 

future lessons. 
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Participating in a Science Talk  

 

 

1. Come prepared. Have your evidence in hand and be ready to talk. 

 

2. Be conversational.  

 

3. Share your ideas by speaking clearly and in sentences. Listen when others 

speak. Respond to what you hear them say. 

 

4. If you don’t understand something, probe or ask questions. 

 

5. Be focused and stay on topic. 
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Science Talk Criteria Checklist 

 
Teacher directions: List each student’s name. Add any norms your class has agreed on. In the columns, note how well 
each student demonstrates the norms and meets the learning targets listed in the heading columns. 
 

Learning Targets: 

• I can effectively participate in a Science Talk about how my freaky frog survives. 

• I can follow our class norms when I participate in a conversation. (review from Module 1.) 

• I can prepare for the conversation by using evidence from texts and recording forms. 

• I can respond to what others say. 

• I can ask questions so I am clear about what is being discussed. 

• I can ask questions on the topic being discussed. 

 

Student 

Name 

Complete 

Sentences 

Norm 1 

___________ 

Norm 2 

___________ 

Norm 3 

___________ 

Norm 4 

___________ 

Norm 5 

___________ 
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Science Talk Criteria Checklist 

 

Student 

Name 

Complete 

Sentences 

Norm 1 

___________ 

Norm 2 

___________ 

Norm 3 

___________ 

Norm 4 

___________ 

Norm 5 

___________ 
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Performance Task Invitation: 

Freaky Frog Trading Card  

 

Paragraph Side 

Imagine that you are your freaky frog. After researching informational texts 

on your freaky frog, write a descriptive paragraph that describes how you 

survive. Choose one category from your Freaky Frog Research Matrix to 

focus on. Use specific details from the texts you used to gather your 

information about your freaky frog. Be sure to include lots of the specific 

vocabulary and vivid words and phrases you have been gathering. 

 

Facts and Image Side 

On the other side of your card, create or find an illustration of your freaky 

frog and write basic facts about your frog based on your expert team 

research. Your card will be shared with other frog experts in your school or 

in your local community. 
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Model Freaky Frog Trading Card:  
Facts and Image Side 

 

Frog Name 

American bullfrog 

Illustration/Image 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture of American bullfrog. Photograph by Bianca Lavies. Made available for use via Creative Commons License. 

Physical Characteristics Life Cycle 

large mouth; smooth green skin with spots; long 
strong back legs; bulging yellow throat; webbed 
feet; large round eyes; tympanum (external 
eardrums); largest frog in North America 

egg-tadpole-froglet-adult frog 

Habitat Predators and Defense 

marshes, ponds, lakes, bayous; areas with slow 
moving waters; most of eastern United States 

ambushes prey; nocturnal predator; can 
retreat to water to escape predators (swim, 
hop) 

Food Behaviors 

moths, crayfish, mice, Southern cricket frogs, 
snakes 

sleeps in the mud through the winter; uses 
eyeballs to push food down its throat; finds 
a calling site where it uses its deep croak to 
call to a mate 
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 Criteria for Success for the Facts and Image Side 

 
 

I can use correct capitalization in my writing. 

 

I can spell grade-appropriate words correctly. 

 

I can write accurate and important facts about my freaky frog that will help 

my reader learn about my freaky frog. 

 

I can include information in all or most of the categories. 

 

I can include a high-quality digital image that accurately portrays my freaky 

frog. 
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Freaky Frog Trading Card Template:  
Facts and Image Side 

 

Frog Name 

 

Illustration/Image 

 

Physical Characteristics Life Cycle 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

Habitat Predators and Defense 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

Food Behaviors 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 
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Lesson 3 Homework 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 

By the end of Unit 3, you will have created your Freaky Frog Trading Card. On your 

trading card will be an image of your freaky frog. What do you see in your mind as you 

picture the image? What would you like this image to show? Can you describe it? Be 

very specific. 

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

(Optional: You can also make a sketch on the back of this paper if you’d like.)   

  


